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the world and from its business, and from whatever he loved,
and from these by whom he was loved to the darkness of the
grave, and to what he experienced He did testify that there
is no Deity but thou alone, and that thou hast no companion;
that Mohammed is thy servant and thy apostle, and that thou
art all knowing respecting him. O God, he is gone to abide
with thee, and thou art the best with whom to abide. He
hath become in need of thy mercy, and thou hast no need of
his punishment. We have come to thee supplicating that we
may intercede for him. O God, if he were a doer of good,
over-reckon his good deeds, if an evil doer, pass over his evil
doings, and of thy mercy grant that he may experience thy
acceptance, and spare him the trial of the grave and its torment,
and make his grave wide to him., and keep back the earth from
his sides, and of thy mercy grant that he may experience security
from thy torment, until thou send him safely to thy Paradise, oh
thou most merciful of those who shew mercy." The last tacbir
follows with this prayer," O God, deny us not our reward for
him, (that is, for this service), and lead us not to trial after him:
pardon us, and him, and all Moslems, O Lord of all creatures!"
The imam next greets the angels on his right and left with, "Peace
be on you, and the mercy of God," as at the close of ordinary
prayer. Then, addressing the persons present,ee Give your testi-
mony respecting him;" the answer to which is, "He was of the
virtuous." Here thejikees and others recite the Fat fid, and the
three last verses of the second chapter. The tomb which is arched,
generally of brick, and plastered, is made hollow, that the tenant
of it may easily sit up when visited by the two angels. The
stone at the head, in addition to the date and name of the
person buried, has generally a text, though, like the use of
burnt bricks, this was forbidden by Mohammed. The body
having been deposited, &fikee performs the office of instructor
of the dead, Sitting before the tomb, he says," 0 servant of God,
son of a handmaid of God, know that at this time two angels
will come down to thee, and on their asking, e Who is thy
Lord,' answer, * God is my Lord in truth/ They will next
inquire concerning thy Prophet, and thou must say,' Moham-
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